
3rd  Ordinary Sunday      21st  Jan 2017             
 2015  
 

  

 
OUR PARISH VISION – A PARTICIPATIVE CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD. 

 
1 | P a g e  

 

           READINGS OF THE WEEK 
Sunday: Is 8:23b-9,3; 1Cor 1:10-13,17; Mt 4:12-23  

Monday: Hebr 9:15,24-28; Mk 3:22-30 

 Tuesday: Hebr 10: 1 10; Mk 3:31-35 

 Wednesday: Ac 22:3-16 or Ac 9:1-22;  Mk 16:31-35 

 Thursday: 2 Tim 1:1-8 or Tit 1:1-5, Lk 10:1-9 

 Friday: Hebr 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 

 Saturday: Hebr 11:1-2,8-19; Mk 4:35-41 

Our Priests 

Rev Fr Terence Pereira (ext 14) 

Rev Fr Frederick Quek (ext 13) 

Rev Fr Cyril John Lee (ext 15) 

Parish Office 
Maintenance Assistant: Helen Hogan (ext 12) 

Secretary: Frances Warren (ext 11) 

Youth Coordinator: Sheila Fong (ext 26)            

Youth Coordinator: Andrew Kiflie (ext 26)         

Pastoral Coordinator: Shareen Victoria (ext 27)           

Mass Times 

Weekdays: 

6.30am (Mondays to Fridays) 

8.00am (Saturdays and PH) 

6.30pm (Mondays to Fridays) 

*except Tuesdays & 1st Friday  

- Mass is after the devotions. 

Saturday Sunset Mass: 6.00pm   

Sunday Masses: 

7.30am (Mandarin),  

9.15am, 11.15am & 6.00pm. 

Tamil Mass @ 7.30pm on
 
1

st
 and 

2
nd

 Sat of the Month. 

Malayalam Mass @ 7.30pm on 
3rd & 5

th
 Sat of the month 

Devotions 

  Devotion to St Anthony on Tuesdays  

at 8pm with Mass. Recitation of 

Rosary at 7.30pm) 

 Devotion to Sacred Heart on 1st Fri at 

8pm with Mass. 

 Devotion to Divine Mercy on Fridays 

except first Fri from 8.00pm to 9.30pm 

in St Lucy & St Angela 

 

 
NO EVENING EC ON 28TH JAN 
SATURDAY 
 
EC TIMINGS FOR CNY 
 
RENEWAL IN THE SPIRIT 

 
BIBLE RALLY 2017 
 
 

 

                   Key Parish Announcements 
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Parish Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
      

      

                                   Other Events 
               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Sunday’s (14/15 Jan) collection was 
10,679.80. 
 
Parish Financial Stewardship Report for 
the Year ended 31st Dec 2016 is up on 
the notice board in the foyer   
 

 

There will be no Divine Mercy Devotion 
27 Jan 2017 
 

Bible Rally on 12 Feb 2017     
Are you a busy adult who has to worry about the family, 

take care of the children and also work hard to support 

the family? In your busy schedule, what is the relevance 

of the Bible?  

Come and find out!  
 

The Bible Rally starts at 9 am on 12 February 2017.  

Registration at kriskiflie@outlook.com or speak to any 

lector after the Eucharistic Celebration."   

 

Chinese New Year Celebration 
Theme : Reunion 
“God always gather His faithful as a nation!” 
Date : 5th February 2017, Sunday 
Time : 1:30pm - 5pm 
Venue : St. Joseph Room (Fire Place) 
Spiritual Director : Fr. Thomas Lim OCD 
Program : P&W, Spiritual Talk, Thanksgiving Prayer, and 
fellowship meal with "Yu Sheng". Program in Mandarin. 
All are welcome. 
Please contact Joseph @ 96848989 or Agatha @ 
97861974. 
 

Emmanuel CPG 
Date: 24th Jan 2017, Wednesday 
Time: 8pm 
Venue: St Lucy room, The Dwelling Place (take the lift 
to the 4th floor)  
Lets us come together and praise God  and seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit every Wednesday at 8pm 
Potbless after every session. 
 
 

 

Eucharistic Celebration Timing for 
Chinese New Year  
 

27th Jan, Friday (Eve of CNY) : 6pm  

28th Jan, Saturday: 8.00am (Mandarin) 

     & 10.00am (English)  

There is no evening Eucharist.  

 

 
 

Renewal In The Spirit 
Embark on this renewal journey led by Fr Terence and 
experience a revival of  the Holy Spirit. This 10 weeks 
programme will commense on 23rd Jan with the last 
session on 3rd April . Sessions  will be held on Mondays  
(except CNY) with Praise & Worship, formation talks, 
Adoration and Eucharist. Organised by Gloria Patri . 
Register now at 
http://www.gloriapatri.org/registration-riss 
 

            Other Events 
 

Commissioning of  Principals 2017 
This year, 11 principals have been newly appointed to 

head our Catholic schools and kindergartens. ACCS 

invites all educators to his Commissioning Ceremony to 

pray for all Catholic Schools. The ceremony will take 

place during the sunset mass at 3.30pm on 21 January 

at Cathedral of the Good Shepherd. His Grace 

Archbishop William Goh will be the main celebrant.  
 

As parking is very limited on the Cathedral grounds, 

you are advised to park your vehicle in the nearby 

public carparks .  

 

World Day of Consecrated Life 
2 February 2017 (Thursday) at 11 am 
Church of Sts Peter and Paul, Queen St. 
Mass to be celebrated by Archbishop William Goh 
Reception and Fellowship follows. 
Celebrate the Joy of Consecrated Life with Us! 
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Take Note 
Jesus’ salvific plan includes the restoring of relationships, especially the relationship between God and man. 
He gave us a guide to follow: learn to rely on God first, to be gentle, to show mercy, to be pure in heart, to be 
peacemakers, etc. For each week this month, we want to be Jesus to others. We do this by being person 
centered instead of being tasks centered. We want to start noticing people’s reactions to our words and 
actions so as to check ourselves. Jesus cares about each person and about our relationships. We are Jesus for 
everyone when we start noticing people instead of tasks in our daily life especially at the workplace and at 
home.  

 
 
 

3rd  Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

21.01.17 Sunset 6.00 pm English Celebrant & Preacher Fr Terence 
 

21.01.17 Sunday  7.30 am Chinese Celebrant & Preacher Fr  Thomas Lim ocd 
 

21.01.17 Sunday 9.15 am English Celebrant & Preacher Fr Terence 
 

21.01.17 Sunday 11.15am English Celebrant  Fr Cyril 

    
Preacher 

  
21.02.17 Sunday 6.00 pm English Celebrant Fr Fred 

    
Preacher 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus for Everyone Corner - Drawing inspiration from the Sunday Gospel 

readings of the month, some suggestions on how each faithful can begin to take on a 
more missionary and evangelistic mindset to be Jesus for everyone. 
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CATECHISM MATTERS 
TERM 1 CATECHISM 2017 
 

Catechism will commence on the 21 January 2017 
 

CATECHISM BREAK 
There will be NO CATECHISM CLASSES on the following dates: 
a) On the 28 January 2017 (CNY Break) 
b) On the 18 March 2017 (School Holiday Break) 
 
STUDENTS ADORATION SESSIONS 
All parents and children are to take note of the following Adoration Sessions. Children are to assemble in St 
Philip Minh by 7.45 pm.  
a) Confirmation 4 on the 04 February 
b) Confirmation 4 on the 11 February 
c) Confirmation 1 on the 3 March 
d) Confirmation 3 on the 4 March 
e) Confirmation 1 on the 10 March 
f)  Confirmation 3 on the 11 March 
 
CONFIRMATION LEVEL STUDENTS WORKSHOP / ACTIVITY 
All Confirmation Level students are to take note of the following Workshop date and timing: 
a) Confirmation 1, 2, 3, 4 students on 4 February @ 3.00 pm (Welcome Friends Program) - Auditorium 
b) Confirmation 4 students on 11 February @ 2.00 pm (Mission/Evangelization) - St Thomas Aquinas 
c) Confirmation 1 & 3 on 11 March @ 2.00 pm (Theology of Law) - Auditorium 
 
PARENTS WORKSHOP / ACTIVITY 
All Parents are to attend the following Workshop / Briefings according to the Level of their Child in Catechism. 
a) Primary 1 Parents on the 22 January @ 2.00 pm (Catechism in St Anthony’s) - Auditorium 
b) Confirmation 4 Parents on 22 January @ 4.00 pm (Requirements for Confirmation) - Auditorium 
c) Primary 2 Parents on the 5 February @ 2.00 pm (Sacrament of Reconciliation Part 1) - St Lucy / St Angela 
d) Primary 2 Parents on the 12 February @ 2.00 pm (Sacrament of Reconciliation Part 2) - St Lucy / St Angela 
e) Primary 2 Parents on the 26 February @ 2.00 pm (Preparation for Reconciliation) - Auditorium 
f)  Primary 3 Parents on the 5 March @ 2.00 pm (Sacrament of the Eucharist Part 1) - St Lucy / St Angela 
g) Primary 3 Parents on the 12 March @ 2.00 pm (Sacrament of the Eucharist Part 2) - St Lucy / St Angela 
h) Primary 4 Parents on the 19 March @ 2.00 pm (Prayer Part 1) - St Lucy / St Angela 
 
CATECHISM CAMPS 
All parents & Children are to take note of the following Catechism Camps. 
a) Primary 2 Camp on the 4 & 5 March. 
b) Primary 6 Camp on the 11, 12 & 13 March 
c) Confirmation 4 Camp on the 17, 18 & 19 March 
 
DRESSING AND PUNCTUALITY 
All Parents and Students are reminded to be properly dressed and to be punctual for classes to avoid being 
sent home or locked out of classes. Do refer to the “Requirements for Catechism” on the dress code. 
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Church’s Directory 

Mass Offerings:                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The office of Fr Cyril handles Mass Offerings. Intentions of Masses to be offered will be printed weekly on Saturday and left 

on the altar for the Celebrant(s). Offerings made after Wednesday night will not be published. They will, however, be 

recorded in a book kept in Fr Cyrilʼs office. Masses will also be offered on the day and time stipulated. Please do not drop 

your Mass Offering envelopes into the collection bags. A collection box for your Mass Offering is provided at the back of the 

Church. 
 

Infant Baptism                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The schedule for Baptism Preparation is as follows: Parents are required to attend 3 Sessions commencing from the 2nd Sun 
in the month of Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct & Dec. Upon completion all 3 sessions, couples can then register with the Presenters 
their preferred Baptism date. Godparents are to attend the last session to prepare themselves. The Baptism ceremony will be 
held on the 1st Sun of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep & Nov at 4.00pm in the Church Hall. Please contact Peter Wong at 93380665 
for more information. 
 

Funerals 
Please inform any of the Priests or the Parish Office immediately. 
 

Marriage 
 The Sacrament of Matrimony celebrates the union of two people within the church community. We request those 
planning a marriage to contact the priests of the church 6 months prior to the anticipated date, so that proper 
preparations can be made. For those who want Fr. Terence, you are to inform him 1 year in advance. 
 

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrates the healing and forgiving love that God has for each of us. There are 
opportunities for confession 15 minutes before the Sunset Mass on Sat and before all the Sun Masses. Priests are 
available for confession at other times upon request. 

Parish Community Census Registration                                                                                                                                                       
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith and to participate in all areas of our parish life. You are welcome 
to register as members of our Parish. The forms are available in the church and can be given to any of the Priests or 
the Secretariat when completed. 

Intercessory Prayers 
We have an Intercessory Prayer group who will meet regularly to pray for all your prayer intentions. You are welcome 
to place your prayer intentions in the drop box located at the right hand staircase of the Church hall entrance. The 
prayer group also meets every Monday evenings at 8.00pm in St. Ceciliaʼs room for prayers. You are welcome to join 
them. 

St. Anthony’s Child Care Centre                                                                                                                                                                                              
Mdm Lim Guat Eng, Manager  Tel: 6368 5058, Fax: 6368 4307 

St Anthony’s Medical Clinic                                                                                                                                                                                           
Mon, 7pm - 9pm (Closed on Public Holidays) Tel: 6365 6683, Fax: 6365 8339 

The Library                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Visit our Library located at the Basement which is open from 8.30am to 12.30pm every Sunday. 

Seeking Annulment Of Previous Marriage 
Are you divorced and thinking of attaining an annulment from the Church but do not know what to do or are 
reluctant to see a priest? Call Jennifer at 91790348 who will give you some assistance. 
 
Certificate For Marriage                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
There have been a number of people asking for letters to enable them to marry in their own country, henceforth your name 
must be in the Parish Register for 6 months before any letter can be issued. 
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ப ொதுக்கொலம் மூன்றொம் ஞொயிறு 
 
பெனீவல் இன் தி ஸ்பிரிட் (Renewal in the Spirit Seminar) 

ஆவியை புதுப்பித்து விசுவாசத்தில் பெலப்ெட்டு வாழ அருட் தந்யத பெரன்ஸ் வழிநெத்த இருக்கும் 

‘பரனீவல் இன் தி ஸ்பிரிட் பசமினார்’(Renewal in the Spirit Seminar) ஆன்மீக ெைணத்தில் ெங்பகடுங்கள். இந்த 

ஆன்மீக ெைணம் ஜனவரி 23ஆம் தததி பதாெங்கி ஏப்ரல் 3ஆம் தததி வயர ெத்து வாரங்கள் யசனீஸ் புத்தாண்டு 

தவிர்த்து ஒவ்பவாரு திங்கட்கிழயையும் நயெபெறும். இது துதி ஆராதயன, உருவாக்கப் தெச்சு, நற்கருயண 

ஆராதயன ைற்றும் திருப்ெலியை உள்ளெக்கிைது. இயத ஏற்ொடு பசய்தவார் குதளாரிைா ொற்றி (Gloria Patri). 

இப்பொழுதத கீழ் காணும் இயணை தளத்தில் ெதிவு பசய்யுங்கள்!!! 

http://www.gloriapatri.org/registration-riss 
 

STAR  டீச்சர்  

நீங்கள் ஆசிரிைராய் இருந்தாலும் இல்லாவிடிணும் குழந்யதகளுக்கு கற்பிக்க விருப்ெமுள்ளவர்களாய் 

இருந்தால் STAR-ரில் இயனந்து பதாெக்க நியல ைற்றும் தைல் நியல ைாணவர்களுக்கு கற்பிக்க உதவிெலாம். 

தமிழ், ஆங்கிலம், கணிதம் ைற்றும் அறிவிைல் ொெங்களில் உங்கள் விருப்ெ ொெத்யத ததர்வு பசய்து உதவிெ 

அயழக்கித ாம். இயத உங்கள் உ வினர் ைற்றும் நண்ெர்களிெமும் பதரிைப்ெடுத்தி அவர்கயளயும் 

இச்தசயவக்கு ஊக்குவியுங்கள். 

விருப் முடைய ொர் ப ொைர்புபகொள்ள: திருமதி ப ெசொ லூயிஸ் 81822402 
  
 ஆண்ைவரின் இல்ல துப்புெவு  ணி 

திங்கள் முதல் பவள்ளி வயர உள்ள வாரநாட்களில் காயல வாரத்தில் ஒரு ைணி தநரம் ஆண்ெவரின் 

இல்லத்யத தூய்யை ெடுத்த உங்களால் உதவிெ கூடுைானால் ஆலை அலுவலகத்தில் உங்கள் பெையர 

ெதியும்ெடி அன்புென் அயழக்கித ாம்.   
 
ஞொனஉ ய ச வகுப்புகள் 

2017ஆம் ஆண்டிட்க்கான ஞானஉெததச வகுப்புகள், ஜனவரி ைாதம் 21ஆம் தததி பதாெங்க உள்ளது. முதல் 

காலாண்டில் யசனீஸ் புத்தாண்யெ முன்னிட்டு ஜனவரி 28ஆம் தததியும் ைார்ச் 18ஆம் தததி ெள்ளி 

விடுமுய யை முன்னிட்டும் ஞானஉெததச வகுப்புகள் நயெபெ ாது. 
 
 மிழில் திருப் லி:  

ஒவ்பவாரு ைாதமும் முதல் ைற்றும் இரண்ொம் சனிக்கிழயைகளிலும், ைாயல 7:30 ைணிக்கு நைது ஆலைத்தில் 

திருப்ெலி நயெபெறும். அயனவரும் குடும்ெத்துென் கலந்து பகாண்டு இய  ஆசீர்  பெ  அன்புென் 

அயழக்கித ாம். 
 

ஒப்புெவு திருவருட்சொ னம்:    

ஒப்புரவு திருவருட்சாதனம், நைது ொவங்கயள ைன்னித்து ஏற்றுக்பகாள்ள  தைாராய் இருக்கும் நம் 

இய வனிெம்  ஒன்றுதசர  உதவுகி து.  தமிழ் திருப்ெலிக்கு 15 நிமிெத்திற்கு முன்ொக புனித ெவுல் அய யில் 

தகாரிக்யகயின் தெரில் ஒப்புரவு அருட்சாதனம் தமிழில் வழங்கப்ெடும். ெைன்ெடுத்தி  ெைன்  பெறுங்கள்! 
 
புனி  அந்ய ொணி ொர் நவநொள்:  

ஒவ்பவாரு ைாதமும் முதல் பசவ்வாய்க்கிழயையும் ைாயல 7:30 ைணிக்கு தமிழில் புனித க்பரதகாரி அய யில் 

நயெபெறும். அதயன பதாெர்ந்து ஆலைத்தில் ஆங்கிலத்தில் திருப்ெலி நயெபெறும். 
 
திருமணத்திட்கொன சொன்றி ழ்: 

பவளிநாட்டு ஊழிைருக்கு ஒரு அறிவிப்பு. நீங்கள் உங்கள் ஊரில் திருைணம் பசய்ை எண்ணி இருந்தால் 

சிங்கப்பூர்  ஆலைத்தில் இருந்து உங்களுக்கு சான்றிதழ் ததயவப்ெடும். இச்சான்றிதழ் நைது ஆலைத்தில் 

ததயவப்ெட்ொல், நீங்கள் இவ்வாலைத்தில்  குய ந்தது ஆறு ைாதங்களாவது ெதிவு பசய்திருக்க தவண்டும். 

ெதிவு பசய்ைாதவருக்தகா அல்லது ஆறு ைாதம் குய வாக ெதிவு பசய்தவர்களுக்தகா, கட்ொைம் சான்றிதழ் 

வழங்கப்ெெ ைாட்ொது.   
 
 ங்கு சமூக கணக்பகடுப்பு  திவு:  

புதிதாக வூட்லண்ட்ஸுக்கு குடிபெைர்ந்து இருப்ெவர்கள், தங்கள் குடும்ெத்யத ெங்கில் ெதிவுபசய்ை 

அயழக்கித ாம். அதட்கான ெடிவம் ஆலை அலுவலகத்தில் கியெக்கும், பூர்த்தி பசய்ைப்ெட்ெ ெடிவங்கயள , 

அருட்தந்யதகளிெதைா அல்லது நைது ஆலை பசய்ைலாளரிெதைா பகாடுக்கும்ெடி தகட்டுக்பகாள்கித ாம். 
 
புனி  அந்ய ொணி ொர் மருத்துவ டம ம்: 

நைது ஆலைத்தின் கீழ்த்தளத்தில் உள்ள புனித அந்ததாணிைார் ைருத்துவ யைைம், ஒவ்பவாரு 

திங்கட்கிழயையும்(பொது விடுமுய  நாட்கள் தவிர) இரவு 7 ைணி முதல் 9 ைணி வயர தி ந்திருக்கும். 

கட்ெணம் இலவசம்! ததயவயுள்தளார் ெைன்ெடுத்திக்பகாள்ளவும். பதாெர்பு எண் : 63656683 
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    常年期第三主日 
                              2017年1月22日 
 

农历新年柑橘  

堂区将在 1月 2 8日年初一向教友分发柑橘。  

请教友慷慨解囊。  

请将捐款交到李神父办公室。  

 

农历新年弥撒时间  

日期：  1月 2 7日（年除夕）： 6 p m   (  英语  )   

日期：  1月 2 8日（年初一） :  8 . 0 0 a m   (  华语  )   

                       :  1 0 . 0 0 a m  (  英语  )                                            

注意：当天  傍晚将没有弥撒。  
  

新加坡华文夫妇恳谈会  

2 0 1 7年原始周末举办日期： 3月 1 7至 1 9日  (星期五至日 )  

时间：星期五晚上 8点 -星期日下午 5点  (住宿 )  

地点：夫妇恳谈会会所 (榜鹅大修院隔邻 )  

报名费：一对新币 5 0元。  

询问 /报名 :永义  月圆  9 7 3 2  9 7 4 9，  

E m a i l :  y y y y m e 8 0 @ g m a i l . c o m  

  

2 0 1 7年婚前辅导  

日期： 3月 5日和 1 2日  (星期日 )  

时间：早上 9点至傍晚 5点  

地点：圣母圣诞堂， 1 2 5 9  U p p e r  S e r a n g o o n  R o a d  

       S i n g a p o r e  5 3 4 7 9 5  

报名费：一对新币 1 0 0元  

询问 /报名 :  

秀琼  9 8 5 2  4 0 4 7， e m a i l :  2 t e m p i c t u r e @ g m a i l . c o m  

丽碧 9 8 7 8  2 2 0 0， e m a i l :  v i n n a l i m 1 9 6 1 @ y a h o o . c o m  

                     

圣安多尼堂神恩复兴团体>新春感恩祈祷聚会 

主题：天主要祂的子民团圆 

日期：05/02/2017（星期日） 

时间：下午一点三十分（1.30pm）到五点（5pm） 

主讲：林长震神父 

地点：圣安多尼堂，St. Joseph 室 (乘电梯到4楼转右) 

形式：敬拜赞美，讲座，感恩祈祷和新春聚餐。 

询问：范洲南(9684 8989)   黄莉莉(9786 1974) 

让我们一起来敬拜赞美主，荣耀衪的圣名和分享祂的爱。欢迎大家带家人和亲

友们出席 

 

圣安

多尼

之声 
本堂神父 

Fr.Terence 

助理神父 

郭英华神父 

李善鴻 神父 

 6368 3804 

 6367 8392 

 

平日弥撒 

上午6点半 

傍晚6点半 

星期二晚上8点 

 

星期六黄昏弥撒 

傍晚6点 

 

主日弥撒  

（华语） 

上午7点半 

（英语） 

上午9点15分 

11点15分 

傍晚6点 

 

儿童洗礼 

第一主日 

 

婚姻 

请给予六个月通

知 

 

葬礼 

请立刻联絡神父 

mailto:yyyyme80@gmail.com
mailto:2tempicture@gmail.com
mailto:vinnalim1961@yahoo.com
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3

rd
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, 22 January 2017 
"Jesus settled in Capernaum - Repent" 

Reading 1: Is 8:23 - 9:3 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 
Reading 2:    1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 Gospel           : Mt: 4:12-23 

Gospel Reading: Mt 4:12-23 
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, 
in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and 
land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great 
light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, 
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called 
Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, 
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and 
immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people. 

Meditation:  
Do you know the joy and freedom of the good news (Gospel) of the kingdom of God? John the Baptist’s enemies had sought to 
silence him, but the good news of God's kingdom of salvation cannot be silenced. As soon as John had finished his testimony Jesus 
began his in Galilee. Galilee was at the crossroads of the world and much traffic passed through this little region. It had been 
assigned to the tribes of Asher, Naptali and Zebulum when the Israelites first came into the land (see Joshua 9). For a long time it 
had been under Gentile occupation (non-Jewish nations).  
 
Jesus takes up John's message of repentance and calls his hearers to believe in the good news he has come to deliver. What is  
the good news which Jesus brings? It is the good news of peace - the Lord comes to reconcile and restore us to friendship with God. 
The good news of  hope - the Lord comes to dwell with us and to give us a home with him in his heavenly kingdom. The good news 
of  truth - the Lord Jesus sets us free from the lies and deception of Satan and opens our mind to understand the truth and 
revelation of God's word (John 8:32). The good news of promise - Jesus fulfills the promise of God to reward those who seek him 
with the treasure of heaven. The good news of immortality - Jesus overcomes sin and death for us in order to raise our lowly bodies 
to be like his glorious body which will never die again. And the good news of salvation - the Lord Jesus delivers us from every fear, 
every sin, and every obstacle that would keep us from entering his everlasting kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy.The Gospel 
is the power and the wisdom of God - both power to change and transform our lives and wisdom to show us how to live as sons 
and daughters of our Father in heaven. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the Lord makes it possible for us to receive his word with 
faith and to act upon it with trust and obedience. 
 
In announcing the good news, Jesus makes two demands: repent and believe! Repentance requires a change of course - a turning 
away from sin and disobedience and a turning towards the Lord with faith and submission to his word of truth and righteousness 
(right living according to God's truth and moral goodness). The Holy Spirit gives us a repentant heart, a true sorrow and hatred for 
sin and its bad consequences (the wages of sin is death - Romans 6:23), and a firm resolution to avoid whatever would lead us into 
sin. The Holy Spirit gives us grace to see our sin for what it is - rebellion and a rejection of the love of God. God's grace helps us to 
turn away from all that would keep us from his love. Faith or belief is an entirely free gift which God makes to us. Believing is only 
possible by grace and the help of the Holy Spirit who moves the heart and converts it to God. The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the 
mind and makes it possible for us to accept and to grow in our understanding of the truth. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit we 
can know God personally and the truth he reveals to us through his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. To believe that Jesus is 
Lord and Savior is to accept God's revelation of his Son as the eternal Word of God and the Redeemer who delivers us from the 
tyranny of sin, Satan, and death. God the Father made the supreme sacrifice of his Son on the cross to atone for our sins and to 
bring us back to himself. Do you want to grow in the knowledge of God's love and truth? Ask the Holy Spirit to renew in you the gift 
of faith, the love of wisdom, and the heart of a disciple who desires to follow the Lord Jesus and his will for your life 
 
Questions for Community Faith Sharing: 
1.    How far have we heeded the call to follow Jesus like the disciples did?  
2.    How real is repenting and believing in my daily living? 
3. In what ways can you share God's gospel with other people? 

"Lord Jesus, you alone are my treasure and the joy of my heart. May there be nothing in this world that holds me back from giving 
you my all - you are my all, my life and joy now and forever." Source: www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager 

 

http://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dschwager@rc.net

