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           READINGS OF THE WEEK 
Sunday: Ac 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 1Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or    

Mt 28:1-10  

Monday: Ac 2:14,22-33; Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday: Ac 2:36-41; Jn 20: 11-18 

 Wednesday: Ac 3:1-10; Lk 24: 13-35 

 Thursday: Ac 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48 

 Friday:  Ac 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday: Ac 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15 

Our Priests 

Rev Fr Terence Pereira (ext 14) 

Rev Fr Frederick Quek (ext 13) 

Rev Fr Cyril John Lee (ext 15) 

Parish Office 
Book Keeper: Maria Lau (ext 12) 

Secretary: Frances Warren (ext 11) 

Youth Coordinator: Sheila Fong (ext 26)            

Youth Coordinator: Andrew Kiflie (ext 26)         

Pastoral Coordinator: Shareen Victoria (ext 27)           

Mass Times 

Weekdays: 

6.30am (Mondays to Fridays) 

8.00am (Saturdays and PH) 

6.30pm (Mondays to Fridays) 

*except Tuesdays & 1st Friday  

- Mass is after the devotions. 

Saturday Sunset Mass: 6.00pm   

Sunday Masses: 

7.30am (Mandarin),  

9.15am, 11.15am & 6.00pm. 

Tamil Mass @ 7.30pm on
 
1

st
 and 

2
nd

 Sat of the Month. 

Malayalam Mass @ 7.30pm on 
3rd & 5

th
 Sat of the month 

Devotions 

  Devotion to St Anthony on Tuesdays  

at 8pm with Mass. Recitation of 

Rosary at 7.30pm) 

 Devotion to Sacred Heart on 1st Fri at 

8pm with Mass. 

 Devotion to Divine Mercy on Fridays 

except first Fri from 8.00pm to 9.30pm 

in St Lucy & St Angela 

 

 
EASTER OCTAVE : THE 
POWER OF RESURRECTION 

 
 
MONTHLY ADORATION  

 
 
FEAST DAY FUN FAIR  

 

                   Key Parish Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Easter Sunday      16th April 2017             
 2015  
 

  

 
OUR PARISH VISION – A PARTICIPATIVE CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

 
2 | P a g e  

 

Parish Events 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
      

      

                 vents 
               

 

 

 

 

 

Last Sunday’s (8th & 9th April) collection 
was $12.344.70 
 

Wakes in Church 
We will provisionally try out having wakes in the 
Church basement. Both St. Philip Minh and St. 
Cecilia rooms may be used for wakes of deceased 
parishioners. By parishioners, we mean those who 
live in Woodlands, those who participates in the 
parish ministries and activities and those who 
regularly come to the Church of St. Anthony. Those 
who come to the Church regularly must show 
evidence of this. The use will be subject to 
availability. Wakes can only take place from 
Mondays 9am to Saturdays 2pm. 
 

Collection of Confirmation Certificates  
Those who were confirmaed on 18th Feb 2017 are 
to collect their certificates on 22nd April 2017 during 
the Easter Octave Celebration at 1.30pm.   
 

Easter Reflection Booklets – “A Proclaiming 
Community” 
The Office for the New Evangelisation has produced 
a booklet of reflections for the season of Easter in 
English, Mandarin and Tamil. Please take a copy of 
the booklet for your household. It will also be made 
available online at 
 http://www.one.org.sg/resources-for-parishes/ 
 

Pastoral Coordinator (Amended)  
Shareen Victoria had resigned as the Pastoral 
Coordinator. We thank her contributions to 
building the vision of  our parish. The position is 
available to whom wish to apply. Application form 
is available at the Parish Office .  
Closing date : 17th April  
 

Prayer for Priests and Vocations 
Date: 20, April 2017 
Time: 7.45pm  
Venue: Mt Tabor  
All are welcome.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome Reception for  Fr. Andrew Wong  
 and Fr. John Lau 
There will be a reception to welcome our new priests 
on 29th April 7.30pm held in the auditorium.  
Food has being catered and program planned for the 
evening. Parishioners are encourage to attend this 
reception.  
 
 

Family Day 2017 
Date: 10 May 2017, Wed (Vesak Day PH) 
Time: 9 am - 3 pm 
Venue: East Coast Park 
Registration fee: $5 
Registration at foyer after all weekend ECs until 30th  
April. Spend a fun, joyful day at the beach as one 
Family of God! There will be a telematch, picnic, a 
sandcastle competition and family time. Email 
enquiries to childrensministry@saint-anthony.com. 
 

St Anthony Feast Day Fun Fair –  
11th June (Amended)  
Be a part of St Anthony's community and run a store 

for food or games. Submit the application form 

online via link https://tinyurl.com/stalls2017 

or contact Walter Ching at 9689-7416.  
 

Singers’ Workshop  
Date & Time: 2 May, 7.30 – 10.00pm  
Venue: Band Room ,4th level  at  The Fireplace.   
Presenter: Vincent Undasan 
 

Registration is $10.00 per participant at the church 
porch on 29/30 April, after all Masses.  Learn how to  
improve one’s voice quality and expand vocal range 
and power; Vocal exercises and whether they really 
work, and many other related topics  
 

Monthly Adoration  
Finding true rest in allowing Jesus to remove your 
sin.  
Date: 28th April, Friday  
Time: 8pm (Mt Tabor)  
The grace of God is greater than most terrible, 
aggravated sin of man. Where sin abounds, grace 
much more abounds ( Romans 5:20). By His grace , 
we are saved through faith . Let us humbly seek after 
Him and find incredibl e rest.  
 

http://www.one.org.sg/resources-for-parishes/
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        Other Events  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Octave 2017 
Main Theme: The Power of Resurrection 

As we journey during this period of grace to prepare for Easter, we are brought to mind  the promise and love 
God the Father has for us. As Easter is a triumphant victory over death we believe a new life in Jesus awaits us. 
A life that is bold, vibrant and powerful. This Easter we invite you to come, be excited and experience this new 
live embracing the Power of Resurrection. 
 

16 Apr, Sun       1.30-4pm Incarnation of Jesus – The Word became flesh, true God, true Man. 
17 Apr, Mon     7.30-10pm Higher Calling (Redemption) – What sin has done to us, how to             
                             cleanse ourselves of sin and what is the price of cleansing   
18 Apr, Tues     7.30-10pm Baptism – Relevance of Baptism to my daily life. In sharing the mission of                                           
    Jesus, how can I live out my role as Priest, Prophet and King.  
19 Apr, Wed     7.30-10pm Temptation (Reconciliation) – But for God, all things are possible. Overcoming                                             

temptation and sin.  
20 Apr, Thurs   7.30-10pm Word of God (Love) – God is love(1 John 4). Therefore let us love God for God                           
                                        first loved us (1 John 4:19. When we accept God’s love in our hearts, we  are                                                                                                       
                                        able to love ourselves and our neighbour following the commandment of  

Jesus. 
21 Apr, Fri        7.30-10pm Holy Spirit (Peace) - You are the Prince of Peace and I will live my life for you.  

             Come, feel and embrace the peace within. 
22 Apr, Sat       1.30-4pm  Experience of Heaven (Joy) – What does it mean to experience it here, now                     
Easter Ball    7.30-11pm Earth? Of course, we can! The Spirit that lives in us, allows us to experience  

heaven with joy! For the kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit…(Romans 15:17)  

23 Apr, Sun     1.30-4pm New Life/ New Evangelization – The power of the Resurrection breaks the                     
chain of sins bounding all mankind since the fall of Adam. Therefore if anyone is 
in Christ (through Baptism), he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come. (2 Cor 5:17). What do we do with this new life? 
How can we deepen our Christian identity within ourselves and in 
the society so to counter the contemporary culture and to let the  
fragrance of the Gospel permeate to every corner of this world.   
 
 
 
 

Spend the first 2 Saturdays in May with our Blessed Mother! 
 6 May 2017, 1 – 3.30pm: Jesus Mary Rally  
Speaker: Fr Terence Pereira, Episcopal Vicar for      the New Evangelisation 
(organized by The Office for the New Evangelisation in collaboration with The Legion of Mary) 
Come for an afternoon of prayer, adoration and a talk to learn more about Jesus, Mary and the New 
Evangelisation. 
13 May 2017: ‘Our Lady of Fatima Centennial Celebrations’ 
Celebrant of Eucharistic Celebration: Archbishop William Goh 
More details will be made available 
Venue: Both events are held at St Joseph’s Church (Victoria Street) 
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THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

Holy Thursday 9.00 pm             Celebrant & Preacher          Fr Terence 

Good Friday 9.00 am             English - The Lord's Passion          Fr Fred 

  
11.30am        Station of The Cross - Chinese          Chinese Com 

  
12 noon             Chinese - The Lord’s Passion         Fr Thomas Lim ocd 

  
3.00 pm             English - The Lord's Passion          Fr Terence 

Easter Vigil 7.30 pm             Celebrant & Preacher          Fr Terence 

EasterSunday  7.30 am             Celebrant & Preacher          Fr Thomas Lim ocd 

  
11.15am             Celebrant & Preacher          Fr Terence  

  
6.00 pm             Celebrant & Preacher          Fr Fred 

 
 

TERM 2 CATECHISM 2017 
 

Catechism will commence on the 25 March 2017 
 
CATECHISM BREAK 
There will be NO CATECHISM CLASSES on the following dates: 

a) On the 15 April 2017 (Easter) 
b) On the 03 to 24 June 2017 (School Holiday Break) 

 

STUDENTS ADORATION SESSIONS (Amended)  
All parents and children are to take note of the following Adoration Sessions. Children are to assemble in St 
Lucy/Angela  by 7.45 pm.  
a) Confirmation 1 on the 13 May  b) Confirmation 4 on the 29 April  
c)  Confirmation 4 on the 06 May d) Confirmation 2 on the 26 May  
 
CONFIRMATION LEVEL STUDENTS WORKSHOP / ACTIVITY 
All Confirmation Level students are to take note of the following Workshop date and timing: 

a) Confirmation 3 students on 27 May @ 6.00 pm (Welcome Friends) – Auditorium 
 

 

PARENTS WORKSHOP / ACTIVITY 
All Parents are to attend the following Workshop / Briefings according to the Level of their Child in Catechism. 
a) Confirmation 1 & Primary 5 Parents on the 07 May @ 2.00 pm (Ecclesiology Part 1) - St. Lucy / St. Angela 
b) Confirmation 1 & Primary 5 Parents on the 14 May @ 2.00 pm (Ecclesiology Part 2) - St. Lucy / St. Angela 
 
 

CATECHISM CAMPS 
All parents & Children are to take note of the following Catechism Camps. 
a) Primary 3 Camp on the 20 & 21 May.    b) Confirmation 1 Camp on the 27, 28 & 29 May. 
c) Confirmation 2 Camp on the 03, 04 & 05 June.  d) Primary 4 Camp on the 24, 25 & 26 June. 
 
 

DRESSING AND PUNCTUALITY 
All Parents and Students are reminded to be properly dressed and to be punctual for classes to avoid being 
sent home or locked out of classes. Do refer to the “Requirements for Catechism” on the dress code. 
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Church’s Directory 

Mass Offerings:                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Intentions of Masses to be offered will be printed weekly by Friday and left on the altar for the Celebrant(s). Offerings 
made after Wednesday, 9.00am  will not be published. Masses will also be offered on the day and time stipulated. 
Please do not drop your Mass Offering envelopes into the collection bags. A collection box for your Mass Offering is 
provided at the back of the Church. 
 

Infant Baptism                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The schedule for Baptism Preparation is as follows: Parents are required to attend 3 Sessions commencing from the 2nd 
Sun in the month of Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct & Dec. Upon completion all 3 sessions, couples can then register with the 
Presenters their preferred Baptism date. Godparents are to attend the last session to prepare themselves. The Baptism 
ceremony will be held on the 1st Sun of Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep & Nov at 4.00pm in the Church Hall. Please contact Peter 
Wong at 93380665 for more information. 
 
Funerals 
Please inform any of the Priests or the Parish Office immediately. 
 
Marriage 
 The Sacrament of Matrimony celebrates the union of two people within the church community. We request 
those planning a marriage to contact the priests of the church 6 months prior to the anticipated date, so that 
proper preparations can be made. 
 

Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrates the healing and forgiving love that God has for each of us. There are 
opportunities for confession 15 minutes before the Sunset Mass on Sat and before all the Sun Masses. Priests are 
available for confession at other times upon request. 

Parish Community Census Registration                                                                                                                                                       
We invite you to be a part of our community of faith and to participate in all areas of our parish life. You are 
required to register as members of our Parish. The forms are available in the church and can be given to any of 
the Priests or the Secretariat when completed. 

Intercessory Prayers 
We have an Intercessory Prayer group who will meet regularly to pray for all your prayer intentions. You are 
welcome to place your prayer intentions in the drop box located at the right hand staircase of the Church hall 
entrance. The prayer group also meets every Monday evenings at 8.00pm at Mt Tabor for prayers. You are 
welcome to join them. 

St. Anthony’s Child Care Centre                                                                                                                                                                                              
Mdm Lim Guat Eng, Manager  Tel: 6368 5058, Fax: 6368 4307 

St Anthony’s Medical Clinic                                                                                                                                                                                           
Mon, 7pm - 9pm (Closed on Public Holidays) Tel: 6365 6683, Fax: 6365 8339 

The Library                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Visit our Library located at the Basement which is open from 8.30am to 12.30pm every Sunday. 

Seeking Annulment Of Previous Marriage 
Are you divorced and thinking of attaining an annulment from the Church but do not know what to do or are 
reluctant to see a priest? Please contact the Tribual Office at 6288 4659. 
 
Certificate For Marriage                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
There have been a number of people asking for letters to enable them to marry in their own country, henceforth your 
name must be in the Parish Register for 6 months before any letter can be issued. 
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     கிறிஸ்து உயிர்ப்பு ஞாயிறு 
 

புனித அந்ததானியார் உணவு திட்டம்: 

விநிய ோகிக்கும் நோள் : டிசம்பர் 16 , 2017 மதி ம் 2 மணிக்கு புனித பசில் அறை. 

அறைவறையும் உதவிட அன்புடன் அறைக்கியைோம்.  
 
ஈஸ்டர் திருவிழிப்பு 

ஈஸ்டர் திருவிழிப்பு திருப்பலி ஏப்ைல் 15 மோறை 7:30 மணிக்கு புது நநருப்பு புது தண்ணீர் மந்திரித்து 

ஆங்கிைத்தில் நறடநபறும். 
 
ஈஸ்டர் ஆக்தடவ் 

மைய்யக் கருத்து : உயிர்ததழுதலின் வல்லமை 

இந்த கருறையின் கோைத்தில் இய சுவின் உயிர்ப்பு நபருவிைோவுக்கு த ோரித்துக்நகோண்டு இருக்கும் 

இவ்யவறை நம் கடவுைோம் தந்றத நமக்கு நகோடுத்த அன்பின் வோக்குறுதிற  நிறைவுபடுத்துகிைது. ஈஸ்டர் - 

மைைத்தின் மீது இய சு நவற்றி நகோடுத்தோல் இய சுவில் நமக்கோக கோத்திருக்கும் புது வோழ்றவ 

விசுவோசிக்கியைோம். மகத்துவமும், வல்ைறமயும், மோட்சியும் நிறைந்த வோழ்வு. இந்த உயிர்ப்பு நபருவிைோவில், 

உயிர்நதழுதலின் வல்ைறமற  இப்புது வோழ்வில் நபற்று மகிை உட்சோகத்யதோடு அனுபவிக்க அன்புடன் 

அறைக்கியைோம். 

இது ஏப்ைல் 16ஆம் யததி நதோடங்கி 23ஆம் யததி வறை, சனி மற்றும் ஞோயிற்று கிைறமகளில் மதி ம் 1.30மணி 

முதல் 4மணி வறையும் மற்ை நோட்களில் மோறை 7.30மணி முதல் 10மணி வறையும் நறடநபறும். 
 
குருக்கள் ைற்றும் துறவறத்தாருக்கான தெபம் 

ஏப்ைல் 20ஆம் யததி அன்று மோறை 7:30 மணிக்கு மவுண்ட் தயபோரில் நறடநபறும் குருக்கள் மற்றும் 

துைவைத்தோருக்கோக நெபத்தில் பங்யகற்க அறைவறையும் அறைக்கியைோம். 
 
புதிய குருக்களின் வரதவற்பு 

நமது பங்கிட்கு புதிதோய் வைவிருக்கும் குருக்கள் அருட் தந்றத ஆன்யைோ யவோங் மற்றும் அருட் தந்றத ெோன் 

ைோவ் ஆகிய ோறை வையவர்ட்க நிகழ்ச்சிகள் ஏப்ைல் 29 ஆம் யததி மோறை 7:30 மணிக்கு நமது கறை ைங்கத்தில் 

ஏற்போடு நசய் ப்பட்டு உைவும் ஒழுங்கு நசய் ப்பட்டு இருக்கிைது. இதில் பங்குநகோள்ை பங்குமக்கள் 

அறைவறையும் அன்புடன் அறைக்கியைோம். 
 
தமிழில் திருப்பலி:  

ஒவ்நவோரு மோதமும் முதல் மற்றும் இைண்டோம் சனிக்கிைறமகளிலும், மோறை 7:30 மணிக்கு நமது ஆை த்தில் 

திருப்பலி நறடநபறும். அறைவரும் குடும்பத்துடன் கைந்து நகோண்டு இறை ஆசீர்  நபை அன்புடன் 

அறைக்கியைோம். 
 
ஒப்புரவு திருவருட்சாதனம்:    

ஒப்புைவு திருவருட்சோதைம், நமது போவங்கறை மன்னித்து ஏற்றுக்நகோள்ை  த ோைோய் இருக்கும் நம் 

இறைவனிடம்  ஒன்றுயசை  உதவுகிைது.  தமிழ் திருப்பலிக்கு 15 நிமிடத்திற்கு முன்போக புனித பவுல் அறையில் 

யகோரிக்றகயின் யபரில் ஒப்புைவு அருட்சோதைம் தமிழில் வைங்கப்படும். ப ன்படுத்தி  ப ன்  நபறுங்கள்! 
 
புனித அந்ததாணியார் நவநாள்:  

ஒவ்நவோரு மோதமும் முதல் நசவ்வோய்க்கிைறமயும் மோறை 7:30 மணிக்கு தமிழில் புனித போல் அறையில் 

நறடநபறும். அதறை நதோடர்ந்து ஆை த்தில் ஆங்கிைத்தில் திருப்பலி நறடநபறும். 
 
திருைணத்திட்கான சான்றிதழ்: 

நவளிநோட்டு ஊழி ருக்கு ஒரு அறிவிப்பு. நீங்கள் உங்கள் ஊரில் திருமைம் நசய்  எண்ணி இருந்தோல் 

சிங்கப்பூர்  ஆை த்தில் இருந்து உங்களுக்கு சோன்றிதழ் யதறவப்படும். இச்சோன்றிதழ் நமது ஆை த்தில் 

யதறவப்பட்டோல், நீங்கள் இவ்வோை த்தில்  குறைந்தது ஆறு மோதங்கைோவது பதிவு நசய்திருக்க யவண்டும். 

பதிவு நசய் ோதவருக்யகோ அல்ைது ஆறு மோதம் குறைவோக பதிவு நசய்தவர்களுக்யகோ, கட்டோ ம் சோன்றிதழ் 

வைங்கப்பட மோட்டோது.   
 
பங்கு சமூக கணக்தகடுப்பு பதிவு:  

புதிதோக வூட்ைண்ட்ஸுக்கு குடிநப ர்ந்து இருப்பவர்கள், தங்கள் குடும்பத்றத பங்கில் பதிவுநசய்  

அறைக்கியைோம். அதட்கோை படிவம் ஆை  அலுவைகத்தில் கிறடக்கும், பூர்த்தி நசய் ப்பட்ட படிவங்கறை , 

அருட்தந்றதகளிடயமோ அல்ைது நமது ஆை  நசய் ைோைரிடயமோ நகோடுக்கும்படி யகட்டுக்நகோள்கியைோம். 
 
புனித அந்ததாணியார் ைருத்துவ மையம்: 

நமது ஆை த்தின் கீழ்த்தைத்தில் உள்ை புனித அந்யதோணி ோர் மருத்துவ றம ம், ஒவ்நவோரு திங்கட்கிைறமயும் 

(நபோது விடுமுறை நோட்கள் தவிை) இைவு 7 மணி முதல் 9 மணி வறை திைந்திருக்கும். கட்டைம் இைவசம்! 

யதறவயுள்யைோர் ப ன்படுத்திக்நகோள்ைவும். நதோடர்பு எண் : 63656683 
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        复活主日 
           2017年4月16日 

 
 

日 期  :  4月20日 2017 
 :  7.45pm  

地点 : 圣体室 Mt Tabor  
 

 
迎  F r .  A n d r e w  W o n g  和  F r .  J o h n  L a u  

迎 两 位 新 神 父 到 我 堂 区 的 迎 会 ：   

日 期 ： 4月 2 9日   

 :  7 . 3 0 p m  

地 点 ：  礼 堂   

迎 大 家 踊 参 加 ， 将 会 有 自 助 餐 招 待 大 家 。  

 
 
 

家 庭 日 2 0 1 7 

日 期 ： 5月 1 0日  2 0 1 7 ,  星 期 三 （ 塞 ）  

：  9  a m  -  3  p m 

地 点 ： 海 岸 公 园 （  E a s t  C o a s t  P a r k ）  

收 ：  $ 5 

名 截 止 日 期 ： 3 0 t h   A p r i l .  

可 以 在 弥 撒 后 在 教 堂 前 名  

E m a i l ：  c h i l d r e n s m i n i s t r y @ s a i n t - a n t h o n y . c o m .  
 

 

<圣 安 多 尼 堂 神 恩 复 > 感 恩 祭 与 圣 体 医 治  

日 期 ： 3 0 / 0 4 / 2 0 1 7 （ 星 期 日 ）  

1 . 3 0 p m） 到 五 点 （ 5 p m）  

主 祭 ： 林  

地 点 ： S t . A g n e s  R o o m  (乘 3楼 )  

形 式 ： 敬 拜 ̢  

( 9 6 8 4  8 9 8 9 )    黄 莉 莉 ( 9 7 8 6  1 9 7 4 )  

̢  

。  

 

堂 区 主 保 日 嘉 年  

日 期 ： 6月 11日 （ 星 期 日 ）  

ῐ ᵝ ̆ :  Walter Ching 9 6 8 9- 7 4 1 6   

或 上 网 申 https://tinyurl.com/stalls2017 
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 Easter Sunday April 16 

 "John saw the empty tomb and believed" 
 

Reading 1: Acts 10:34, 37 - 43     Responsorial Psalm : Ps 118: 1-2, 16-17,22-23 
Reading 2: Col 3: 1-4       Gospel                       : John 20: 1 – 9 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gospel Reading: John 20:1- 9  

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone 
had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran, and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." Peter 
then came out with the other disciple, and they went toward the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first; and stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; he saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which had been on his 
head, not lying with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not know the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  

Meditation: What was it like for the disciple who had stood at the cross of Jesus and then laid him in a tomb on Good 
Friday, to come back three days later and discover that the sealed tomb was now empty? John, along with Peter, was the 
first apostle to reach the tomb of Jesus on Easter Sunday morning. Like Mary Magdalene and the other disciples, John 
was not ready to see an empty tomb and to hear the angel's message, Why do you seek the living among the dead 
?  What did John see in the tomb that led him to believe in the resurrection of Jesus? It was certainly not a dead body. 
The dead body of Jesus would have disproven the resurrection and made his death a tragic conclusion to a glorious 
career as a great teacher and miracle worker. When John saw the empty tomb he must have recalled Jesus' prophecy 
that he would rise again after three days. Through the gift of faith John realized that no tomb on earth could contain the 
Lord and giver of life. John saw and believed.  

John had to first deal with the empty tomb before he could meet the risen Lord later that evening along with the other 
apostles who had locked themselves in the upper room out of fear of the Jewish authorities. John testified as an eye-
witness to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ: What we have seen, heard, and touched we proclaim as the 
eternal word of life which existed from the beginning . John bears witness to what has existed from all eternity. This "word 
of life" is Jesus the word incarnate, but also Jesus as the word announced by the prophets and Jesus the word now 
preached throughout the Christian church for all ages to come.  

One thing is certain, if Jesus had not risen from the dead and appeared to his disciples, we would never have heard of 
him. Nothing else could have changed sad and despairing men and women into people radiant with joy and courage. The 
reality of the resurrection is the central fact of the Christian faith. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Lord gives us 
"eyes of faith" to know him and the power of his resurrection. The greatest joy we can have is to encounter the living 
Christ and to know him personally as our Lord and Savior. Do you accept the good news of Jesus' death and resurrection 
with skeptical doubt and disbelief or with trusting faith and joyful wonderment?  

Questions for Community Faith Sharing:  

1.  What does  the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead mean for me? 

2. How do I live out the joy of Easter? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 "Lord Jesus Christ, you have triumphed over the grave and you have won for us new life and resurrection power. Give 
me the eyes of faith to see you in your glory. Help me to draw near to you and to grow in the knowledge of your great love 
for us and your great victory over sin and death."   
  

 Source:www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager  
 

http://dailyscripture.net/
mailto:dailyscripture@servantsoftheword.org

