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3 Sunday in Ordinary Time, 22 January 2017
"Jesus settled in Capernaum - Repent"
Responsorial Psalm:
Gospel
:

Reading 1:
Is 8:23 - 9:3
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Reading 2:
1 Cor 1:10-13, 17
Mt: 4:12-23
Gospel Reading: Mt 4:12-23
When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea,
in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and
land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sit in darkness have seen a great
light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has arisen. From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called
Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen. He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make
you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him. He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James,
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and
immediately they left their boat and their father and followed him. He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the people.
Meditation:
Do you know the joy and freedom of the good news (Gospel) of the kingdom of God? John the Baptist’s enemies had sought to
silence him, but the good news of God's kingdom of salvation cannot be silenced. As soon as John had finished his testimony Jesus
began his in Galilee. Galilee was at the crossroads of the world and much traffic passed through this little region. It had been
assigned to the tribes of Asher, Naptali and Zebulum when the Israelites first came into the land (see Joshua 9). For a long time it
had been under Gentile occupation (non-Jewish nations).
Jesus takes up John's message of repentance and calls his hearers to believe in the good news he has come to deliver. What is
the good news which Jesus brings? It is the good news of peace - the Lord comes to reconcile and restore us to friendship with God.
The good news of hope - the Lord comes to dwell with us and to give us a home with him in his heavenly kingdom. The good news
of truth - the Lord Jesus sets us free from the lies and deception of Satan and opens our mind to understand the truth and
revelation of God's word (John 8:32). The good news of promise - Jesus fulfills the promise of God to reward those who seek him
with the treasure of heaven. The good news of immortality - Jesus overcomes sin and death for us in order to raise our lowly bodies
to be like his glorious body which will never die again. And the good news of salvation - the Lord Jesus delivers us from every fear,
every sin, and every obstacle that would keep us from entering his everlasting kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy.The Gospel
is the power and the wisdom of God - both power to change and transform our lives and wisdom to show us how to live as sons
and daughters of our Father in heaven. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the Lord makes it possible for us to receive his word with
faith and to act upon it with trust and obedience.
In announcing the good news, Jesus makes two demands: repent and believe! Repentance requires a change of course - a turning
away from sin and disobedience and a turning towards the Lord with faith and submission to his word of truth and righteousness
(right living according to God's truth and moral goodness). The Holy Spirit gives us a repentant heart, a true sorrow and hatred for
sin and its bad consequences (the wages of sin is death - Romans 6:23), and a firm resolution to avoid whatever would lead us into
sin. The Holy Spirit gives us grace to see our sin for what it is - rebellion and a rejection of the love of God. God's grace helps us to
turn away from all that would keep us from his love. Faith or belief is an entirely free gift which God makes to us. Believing is only
possible by grace and the help of the Holy Spirit who moves the heart and converts it to God. The Holy Spirit opens the eyes of the
mind and makes it possible for us to accept and to grow in our understanding of the truth. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit we
can know God personally and the truth he reveals to us through his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. To believe that Jesus is
Lord and Savior is to accept God's revelation of his Son as the eternal Word of God and the Redeemer who delivers us from the
tyranny of sin, Satan, and death. God the Father made the supreme sacrifice of his Son on the cross to atone for our sins and to
bring us back to himself. Do you want to grow in the knowledge of God's love and truth? Ask the Holy Spirit to renew in you the gift
of faith, the love of wisdom, and the heart of a disciple who desires to follow the Lord Jesus and his will for your life
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1. How far have we heeded the call to follow Jesus like the disciples did?
2. How real is repenting and believing in my daily living?
3. In what ways can you share God's gospel with other people?
"Lord Jesus, you alone are my treasure and the joy of my heart. May there be nothing in this world that holds me back from gi ving
you my all - you are my all, my life and joy now and forever." Source: www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager

OUR PARISH VISION – A PARTICIPATIVE CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF
GOD.
8|Page

