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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 12 February 2017
"Living the Impossible"
Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
Gospel
:
Mt 5:17-37

Sir 15:15-20
1 Cor 2:6-10
Gospel Reading: Mt 5:17-37
Jesus said to his disciples: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to
abolish but to fulfill. Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or the smallest
part of a letter will pass from the law, until all things have taken place. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least
of these commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever
obeys and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven. I tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
"You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, you shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to judgment.
But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; and whoever says to his brother,
'Raca,' will be answerable to the Sanhedrin; and whoever says, 'You fool,' will be liable to fiery Gehenna.
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave
your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Settle
with your opponent quickly while on the way to court. Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the judge,
and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not
be released until you have paid the last penny.
"You have heard that it was said, you shall not commit adultery. But I say to you, everyone who looks at a woman
with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of your members than to have your whole body thrown into
Gehenna. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one of
your members than to have your whole body go into Gehenna." It was also said, whoever divorces his wife must
give her a bill of divorce. But I say to you, whoever divorces his wife - unless the marriage is unlawful - causes her
to commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery." Again you have heard that it was
said to your ancestors, do not take a false oath, but make good to the Lord all that you vow. But I say to you, do
not swear at all; not by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great King. Do not swear by your head, for you cannot make a single hair white or black. Let
your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No.' Anything more is from the evil one."
Meditation: Jesus has higher standards than anyone who has ever lived. He has the highest standards for
harmony in relationships, purity in sexuality, faithfulness in marriage, truth in speech, and love for enemies. In
Jesus, we don't just control our tempers but crucify them. Jesus commands us to destroy our bodies rather than
look lustfully at someone else's body, and to divorce ourselves from unforgiveness and sin rather than from our
spouses. Jesus commands us to express the truth rather than express our own agenda. We are to treat our
enemies even better than we treat our friends. Jesus' standards are intentionally impossible. Humanly speaking,
we cannot meet these standards, no matter how hard we try. To do so, we would have to be born over again into
new creatures. Jesus is not into self-improvement, but self-denial. We're not concerned with behavior
modification but rebirth. We don't try to educate our old nature but drown it in the waters of baptism. We're not
trying to make ourselves better, but to let Him make us new.
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1. Which teaching of Jesus strikes me most in this weekend’s Gospel?
2. Which teaching in the Gospel do I struggle with?
3. How do I co-operate with the Holy Spirit to live the life God wants me to?
" Father, by Your grace may I live the impossible and prove that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life"
Source: www.presentationministries.com
OUR PARISH VISION – A PARTICIPATIVE CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF
GOD.
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