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26th Mar 2017
Sunday, 26 Mar 2017 – Fourth Sunday of Lent
"Jesus frees us from spiritual blindness and sin"

Reading 1:
1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalms 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6
Reading 2:
Ephesian 5:8-14
Gospel
:
John 9:1-41
Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and
anointed the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who
used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him,
"Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me,
`Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not
know."
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But
others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind
man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His parents
answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for
the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore
his parents said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man
is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." They
said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled him, saying,
"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God
listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing. "They answered him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And
they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And
who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you." He said,
"Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him. Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see,
and that those who see may become blind. "Some of the Pharisees near him heard this, and they said to him, "Are we also
blind?" Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, `We see,' your guilt remains.
Meditation: There is a human way of seeing and a divine way of seeing. Because we have been baptized into Christ Who is
God, we can share in God's divine way of seeing. However, we will have "the eyes of our hearts", enlightened by God only if
we live our Baptisms. This means: loving God, our brothers and sisters in Christ, our neighbors, and even our enemies, for "the
man who hates his brother is in darkness. He walks in shadows, not knowing where he is going, since the dark has blinded his
eyes", rejecting worldly ways to avoid being blinded by the god of the present age, that is, secular humanism, going to
Confession regularly so as not to be blinded by sin, being rejected by those blind to their blindness, finally seeing Jesus as He is
and finally seeing God "face to face".
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1. Do you judge others easily? Why is it so?
2. Why are you blinded to Gods way?
3. Do you recognize the light of God's truth and power in your life?
"Jesus, in your name the blind see, the lame walk, and the dead are raised to life. Come into our lives and heal the wounds
of our broken hearts. Give us eyes of faith to see your glory and hearts of courage to bring you glory in all we say and do."

OUR PARISH VISION – A PARTICIPATIVE CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

8|Page

