2nd Ordinary Sunday
Reading 1:
Reading 2:

14 January 2018

1 Sm 3:3B-10, 19
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20

"We have found the Messiah!"
Responsorial Psalm:
Gospel
:

Ps 40:2,4, 7-8, 8-9, 10
John 1:35-42

Gospel Reading: John 1:35-42
The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, "Behold,
the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following,
and said to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to him, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you
staying?" He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed with him that
day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). He brought
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which
means Peter).
Meditation:
Who is Jesus for you? John calls Jesus the Lamb of God and thus signifies Jesus' mission as the One who redeems us
from our sins. In Jesus John saw the true and only sacrifice which could deliver us from bondage to sin, death, and the
powers of hell. How did John know the true identity of Jesus, as the Son of God and Saviour of the world (John 1:29)?
The Holy Spirit revealed to John Jesus' true nature, such that John bore witness that this is the Son of God. How can we
be certain that Jesus is truly the Christ, the Son of the living God? The Holy Spirit makes the Lord Jesus Christ known to
us through the gift of faith. God gives us freely of his Spirit that we may comprehend - with enlightened minds and eyes
of faith - the great mystery and plan of God to unite all things in his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. John in his characteristic
humility was eager to point beyond himself to the Christ (means Anointed One and Messiah). He did not hesitate to direct
his own disciples to the Lord Jesus. When two of John's disciples began to seek Jesus out, Jesus took the initiative to
invite them into his company. He did not wait for them to get his attention. Instead he met them halfway. He asked them
one of the most fundamental questions of life: "What are you looking for?" Jesus asks each one of us the same
question:"What are you searching for? Do you know the meaning and purpose for your life?" Only God, the Father and
Author of life, can answer that question and make our purpose fully known to us. That is why the Lord Jesus invites each
one of us to draw near to himself. He wants us to know him personally - to know what he came to do for us and what he
wants to offer us.
"Come and see" is the Lord's invitation for each one of us to discover the joy of friendship and communion with the One
who made us in love for love. Saint Augustine of Hippo reminds us that it is God, our Creator and Redeemer, who seeks
us out, even when we are not looking for him: "If you hadn't been called by God, what could you have done to turn back?
Didn’t the very One who called you when you were opposed to Him make it possible for you to turn back?" It is God who
initiates and who draws us to himself. Without his mercy and help we could not find him on our own. When we find
something of great value it's natural to want to share the good news of our discovery with our family, friends, and
neighbours. When Andrew met Jesus and discovered that he was truly the Messiah, he immediately went to his brother
Simon and told him the good news. Andrew brought his brother to meet Jesus so he could "come and see" for himself.
When Jesus saw Simon approaching he immediately reached out to Simon in the same way he had done for Andrew
earlier. Jesus looked at Simon and revealed that he knew who Simon was and where he came from even before Simon
had set his eyes on Jesus. Jesus gave Simon a new name which signified that God had a personal call and mission for
him. Jesus gave Simon the name "Cephas" which is the Aramaic word for "rock". Cephas is translated as Peter (Petros in
Greek and Petrus in Latin) which also literally means "rock”. To call someone a "rock" was one of the greatest compliments
in the ancient world. The rabbis had a saying that when God saw Abraham, he exclaimed: "I have discovered a rock to
found the world upon." Through Abraham God established a nation for himself. Through faith Peter grasped who Jesus
truly was - the Anointed One (Messiah and Christ) and the only begotten Son of God. The New Testament describes the
church as a spiritual house or temple with each member joined together as living stones (see 1 Peter 2:5). Faith in Jesus
Christ makes us into rocks or spiritual stones. The Holy Spirit gives us the gift of faith to know the Lord Jesus personally,
power to live the gospel faithfully, and courage to witness the truth and joy of the Gospel to others. The Lord Jesus is ever
ready to draw us to himself.
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1. Jesus is constantly inviting us to know him more personally. How is your relationship with Jesus so far? Have your
perspective and your relationship with others changed after knowing Jesus?
2. What do you think God has called you to be? In what ways can you respond to your calling?

"Lord Jesus Christ, fill me with the power of your Holy Spirit that I may grow in the knowledge of your great love and truth. Let your Spirit be aflame in
my heart that I may joyfully seek to do your will in all things."
Source: www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager

