Sunday 27 May 2018
"In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
Reading 1: Duet 4:32-34, 39-40
Reading 2: Roman 8: 14-17

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 32: 4-6 , 9, 18-20,22
Gospel Reading
: Mathew 28: 16 -20

Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of
the age."
Meditation:
How can we know who God is? Jesus revealed to his disciples the great mystery of our faith - the triune nature of one God
in three persons and the inseparable union of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus' mission is to reveal the glory of God
to us - a Trinity of persons - God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and to unite us with God in a community of unbreakable
unity and everlasting love. The ultimate end, the purpose for which God created us, is the entry of God's sons and
daughters into the perfect unity of the blessed Trinity.
Jesus, the Son of God, reveals the Father's true nature
The Jews understood God as Creator and Father of all that he made (Deuteronomy 32:6) and they understood the nation
of Israel as God's firstborn son (Exodus 4:22). Jesus reveals the Father in an unheard of sense. He is eternally Father by
his relationship to his only Son, who, reciprocally, is Son only in relation to his Father (see Matthew 11:27). The Spirit,
likewise, is inseparably one with the Father and the Son.
Through baptism we share in the life of the Trinity
The mission of Jesus and of the Holy Spirit are the same. That is why Jesus tells his disciples that the Spirit will reveal the
glory of the Father and the Son and will speak what is true. Before his Passover, Jesus revealed the Holy Spirit as the
"Paraclete" and Helper who will be with Jesus' disciples to teach and guide them "into all the truth" (John 14:17,26; 16:13).
In baptism we are called to share in the life of the Holy Trinity here on earth in faith and after death in eternal light.
We can have a personal relationship with the Father and the Son through the gift and working of the Holy Spirit
It is the Holy Spirit who reveals the Father and the Son to us and who gives us the gift of faith to know and understand the
truth of God's word. Through the Holy Spirit, we proclaim our ancient faith in the saving death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ until he comes again. The Lord gives us his Holy Spirit as our divine Teacher and Helper that we may grow in the
knowledge and wisdom of God. Jesus' departure and ascension into heaven was both an end and a beginning for his
disciples. While it was the end of Jesus' physical presence with his beloved disciples, it marked the beginning of Jesus'
presence with them in a new way. Jesus promised that he would be with them always to the end of time. He assured them
of his power - a power which overcame sin and death. Now as the glorified and risen Lord and Saviour, ascended to the
right hand of the Father in heaven, Jesus promised to give them the power of his Holy Spirit, which we see fulfilled ten
days later on the Feast of Pentecost (Luke 24:49 and Acts 2:1-4). When the Lord Jesus departed physically from the
apostles, they were not left alone or powerless. Jesus assured them of his presence and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Our mission is to proclaim the love of God our Father who saved us through his Son, Jesus Christ, and who
unites us in his Holy Spirit
Jesus' last words to his apostles point to his saving mission and to their mission to be witnesses of his saving death and
his glorious resurrection and to proclaim the good news of salvation to all the world. Their task is to proclaim the good
news of salvation, not only to the people of Israel, but to all the nations. God's love and gift of salvation is not just for a
few, or for a nation, but it is for the whole world - for all who will accept it. The gospel is the power of God, the power to
forgive sins, to heal, to deliver from evil and oppression, and to restore life. Do you believe in the power of the gospel?.”
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1.

In this reading, the disciples worshiped, and they also doubted, but Jesus sent them forth
anyway. How do I handle the tension between my faith and my doubts?

2.

God loves me so much that he became one with me. How am I responding to that gift?

"May the Lord Jesus put his hands on our eyes also, for then we too shall begin to look not at what is seen but at what is
not seen. May he open the eyes that are concerned not with the present but with what is yet to come, may he unseal the
heart's vision, that we may gaze on God in the Spirit, through the same Lord, Jesus Christ, whose glory and power will
endure throughout the unending succession of ages
Source: www.dailyscripture.net, and author Don Schwager

