Sunday 8th July 2018
“Jesus marvelled because of their unbelief"
Reading 1: Ezekiel 2:2-5
Reading 2: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 123:1-4
Gospel reading
: Mark 6:1-6

_________________________________________________________________________________
Gospel reading: Mark 6:1-6
He went away from there and came to his own country; and his disciples followed him. And on the
Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue; and many who heard him were astonished, saying,
"Where did this man get all this? What is the wisdom given to him? What mighty works are wrought by
his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and
Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him. And Jesus said to them, "A
prophet is not without honour, except in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his own house."
And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands upon a few sick people and healed
them. And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went about among the villages teaching.
Meditation:
The most severe critics are often people very familiar to us, a member of our family, a relative, or
neighbour or co-worker we rub shoulders with on a regular basis. Jesus faced a severe testing when
he returned to his home town, not simply as the carpenter's son, but now as a rabbi with disciples. It
would have been customary for Jesus to go to the synagogue each week during the Sabbath, and when
his turn came, to read from the scriptures during the Sabbath service. His hometown folks listened with
rapt attention on this occasion because they had heard about the miracles he had performed in other
towns. What sign would he do in his hometown?
Look upon your neighbour with the eyes of Christ who comes to heal and restore us
Jesus startled his familiar audience with a seeming rebuke that no prophet or servant of God can receive
honour among his own people. The people of Nazareth took offense at Jesus and refused to listen to
what he had to say. They despised his preaching because he was a mere workman, a carpenter, and
a layman who had no formal training by a scholar or teacher. They also despised him because of his
undistinguished family background. How familiarity can breed contempt. Jesus could do no mighty
works in their midst because they were closed-minded and unbelieving towards him. If people have
come together to hate and to refuse to understand, then they will see no other point of view than their
own and they will refuse to love and accept others.
The word "gospel" literally means "good news". Isaiah had prophesied that the Messiah would come in
the power of the Holy Spirit to bring freedom to the afflicted who suffered from physical, mental, or
spiritual oppression (see Isaiah 61:1-2). Jesus came to set people free - not only from their physical,
mental, and spiritual infirmities - but also from the worst affliction of all - the tyranny of slavery to sin,
Satan, and the fear of losing one's life. God's power alone can save us from hopelessness, dejection,
and emptiness of life. The Gospel of salvation is "good news" for everyone who will receive it.
And perhaps, as in the case of metallic substances there exists in some a natural attraction toward
some other thing, as in the magnet for iron, and in naphtha for fire, so there is an attraction in such faith
toward the divine power according to what Jesus said: 'If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you
shall say unto this mountain, 'Move to another place,' and it shall be moved' (Matthew 17:20). Matthew
and Mark wished to present the all-surpassing value of that divine power as a power that works even
in those who do not believe. But they did not deny that grace works even more powerfully among those
who have faith. So it seems to me that they accurately said not that the Lord did not do any mighty
works because of their unbelief, but that he did not do many there (Mark 6:5). Mark does not flatly say
that he could do no mighty work there at all, and stop at that point, but added, 'except that he laid his
hands upon a few sick folk and healed them' (Mark 6:5). Thus the power in him overcame even their
unbelief.
Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
1.

Are you critical towards others, especially those who may be close to you? Why did you
behave in that way? How did you feel?

2.

Have you been treated unfairly before? How do you treat those disagreeable to you?

3.

How has the Word of God, through reading the Gospel, had an impact on you and your life?
Think of some of your experiences.

“Lord Jesus, you are the fulfillment of all our hopes and desires. Your Spirit brings grace, truth,
freedom, and abundant life. Set my heart on fire with your love and truth."
Source: www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager

